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Dr. Larry Brice, BA ’59 (history), 
made it a point to talk with his three 
youngest children about substance 
abuse. In particular, he focused  
on the potentially harmful effects of 
alcohol use. 

It’s an emotional issue for Brice. At the 
urging of his endocrinologist colleagues, 
Brice entered a residential treatment 
center for alcoholism at the age of 44. 

Nearly four decades later, Brice remains 
committed to his own recovery while 
also focusing on helping others. He 
currently supports the UO’s efforts to 
prevent substance abuse through two 
gifts: an estate gift designated for the 
university’s Alcohol and Other Drug (AOD) 

Prevention Plan Fund and an expendable 
fund, the Beau Mathew Brice Memorial 
Fund, which helps provide educational 
programming through the university’s 
Prevention Services office.   

From Brice’s perspective, any help he  
can give toward educating students 
about substance abuse is well worth  
it. “I think Oregon is doing it exactly 
right,” he says. “I want the university 
to be able to expand [alcohol and drug] 
education in a meaningful way.”

He remembers quite a few keggers 
from his time as a premed and history 
student at the UO in the 1950s. What he 
can’t recall is any education around the 
dangers of alcohol or other drugs. 

“I can’t fault Oregon for not having a 
harm prevention program back then 
because even when I went to medical 
school in the sixties, we didn’t get one 
word about the disease of alcoholism,” 
Brice says. 

Things look a lot different now. 

Prevention Services organizes and 
coordinates substance-free events, 
utilizes peer education, runs campaigns 
such as “Ducks Save Lives,” provides 
harm-reduction strategies, and more. 

Thanks to Brice’s gift, Prevention 
Services was able to implement new 
evidence-based resources. For example, 
this fund supported the publication 
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Substance safety 
peer advocates 
work with the UO’s 
Substance Abuse 
Prevention Program 
to educate fellow 
students and 
promote healthy 
choices
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of “Ducks Talk About Drugs,” a guide 
used by peer educators when training 
other students. The fund also provided 
resources for Prevention Services and 
the University Counseling Center to 
implement “A Parent Handbook for 
Talking With College Students About 
Alcohol,” by Rob Turrisi, PhD, which is 
being distributed to all parents, families, 
and guardians through Parent and 
Family Programs. It is also available on 
the Prevention Services website.  

The handbook covers topics such as 
why students drink, binge drinking, 
and the genetic predisposition to 
alcoholism, which is of particular 
interest to Brice, whose father was 
an alcoholic. Most importantly, the 
handbook explains how parents 
and guardians can have honest and 
meaningful conversations with their 
child about these topics. 

Brice discussed alcohol abuse with his 
own children. However, there were other 
subjects that didn’t come up. “I didn’t 
think about suicide,” he says. “I didn’t 
think it would be an issue.”

In 2010, Brice’s youngest son, Beau, 
died by suicide. He was a few weeks 
shy of his 22nd birthday. In setting up 
the Beau Mathew Brice Memorial Fund, 
Brice saw a way to honor Beau and help 

other young adults who are struggling. 
Although Beau never had a substance 
use disorder, Brice decided to honor 
his son by making a gift to prevention 
services in Beau’s memory. 

“In recognition of Beau, our new 
educational resources have sections 
about how to look out for each other, 
how to help one another,” says Kerry 
Frazee, director of prevention services. 
The office takes the memorial aspect 
of the fund seriously. The eight 
peer educators who lead trainings 
for Fraternity and Sorority Life, 
student athletes, and other student 
organizations have learned about the 
fund. Their deeper understanding of the 
gift helps motivate them to persevere 
and have challenging conversations 
around substance misuse and abuse.

“We are responsible for carrying out 
a legacy,” Frazee says. “And we are 
committed to doing that well.”

Brice’s legacy will live on through  
his estate gift to the AOD Prevention 
Plan Fund.  

“It’s a way to have an impact beyond 
your lifetime,” says Jesse Visser, 
executive director of gift planning and 
university initiatives. “What Dr. Brice is 
doing is special. He’s providing long-

term support through his generous 
estate gift, but he’s also allowing  
the university to put his dollars to  
work today.”

While Brice is especially interested in 
educating students about the genetic 
component of alcoholism, Prevention 
Services welcomes donors with varying 
interest areas. It could be drunk driving, 
harm-reduction efforts, cannabis 
use, e-cigarettes, or something else 
entirely. Regardless of the focus area, 
Prevention Services can leverage the 
gift and make a profound impact. 

“I think it’s really special when 
people can give to something they’re 
passionate about,” says Frazee. “And 
it’s equally special to know it’s being 
put to use in a way that aligns with 
your values, that it’s being used with 
integrity, and that it’s really helping 
people.”

—Kelsey Schagemann
 
To learn more or make a gift to the  
UO’s Substance Abuse Prevention 
Program, contact Chelsea Paris,  
541-346-1760, ckari@uoregon.edu.


